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Executive Summary

This study seeks to analyze the role of Kurdish political discourse in Baghdad in
strengthening the Iraqi federal system and ensuring joint governance between the
union and the region. The study originates from a fundamental problem: the
weakness of Kurdish political unity due to internal party divisions, the heavy financial
dependence on the federal budget, and the suspension of constitutional provisions
related to regional powers. These factors undermine the Kurdistan Region’s ability to

exercise its federal role in a balanced manner.

The findings indicate that political fragmentation among Kurdish parties limits the
effectiveness of federal representation and exposes the Kurdish position to division.
The near-total reliance on federal budget allocations weakens the region’s political
autonomy. Furthermore, the absence of effective judicial and institutional
mechanisms for interpreting constitutional texts has created a gap between theory and
practice, while disputes over the management of oil and gas have deepened the

economic crisis and turned natural resources into a focal point of political contention.

The study recommends a set of practical policies, most notably:

1. Unifying Kurdish political discourse through mechanisms of party and institutional
coordination to ensure a coherent federal stance.

2. Activating suspended constitutional provisions and establishing a constitutional
federal supreme court to resolve interpretive disputes.

3. Restructuring the financial relationship between the center and the region to
guarantee fair and transparent revenue distribution.

4. Developing an economic strategy to diversify income sources in the region and
reduce financial dependency.

5. Building mechanisms of security and political cooperation between Baghdad and
Erbil to consolidate federal partnership and enhance national stability.

The future of federalism in Iraq depends on the ability of all parties to address
internal divisions, activate constitutional provisions, and reshape the federal
relationship on the basis of balanced partnership—ensuring political and economic
stability and strengthening the prospects of building a strong and sustainable federal

state.
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